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BAPTIZED MERGER—While the rain came down in Pittsburgh, Moderators of the former United 
and USA Presbyterian Assemblies led separate columns to an intersection where they formed a single 
line to march to form the United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. (as the central banner indi- 
cates, superseding those on each side). USA Moderator Harold R. Martin here shakes hands with 
U. P. Moderator Robert N. Montgomery. That the crucial ‘A’ initial on the left banner was hidden 
behind a tassel was hoped by many to be prophetic, forecasting the eventual union of the U. S. Church. 
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A Significant Book 


Valuable for study, reading and 
reference on these topics: 


__. The Church and the World 


__. The Christian Standard of Con- 
duct 


___ The Ideals of Western Civiliza- 
tion 


.— Science and Ethics 

— World Hunger and Population 
___ Peace and War in an Atomic Age 
—— Christianity and Communism 
___. The Color Problem 

_— Nationalism 

_——._Church and State 


World Problems 
of Today 


By Cyril Garbett, Archbishop of York 


Published at $2.75 by Morehouse- 
Gorham, now offered to you at only: 


75c 


(in book orders of $2 or more) 
Suggested companion to make $2: 


Religion and Human Behavior by 14 
top men in psychology, psychiatry 
and religion. ($1.25) Or, 


Religious Beliefs of American Scien- 
tists, by Edward LeRoy Long, Jr. 
($1.25) 


Or, all three (published at $8.75) 
for only $3. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send me the following books: 
() WORLD PROBLEMS OF TODAY @ 75¢ 


(C1 RELIGION AND HUMAN BEHAVIOR 
@ $1.25 


C1) RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF AMERICAN 
SCIENTISTS @ $1.25 


(C0 All 3 for only $3 (a $5.75 saving). 


Name 








Address 


City, Zone, State____ 


Enclosed $ ____ _—__, or send the bill 


Also send your list of other book bargains __ 
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PITTSBURGH SUMMARY 


U. P.-USA merger takes place in atmosphere of great enthusiasm and 


expectations. Theophilus M, Taylor, Pittsburgh-Xenia professor, 
elected unanimously as Moderator. .. . Efforts of a few U.P. churches to 
withdraw are denied. . . . Appeal is made for all U. P. churches to remain 
loyal. . . . Warm overtures are extended U. S. church looking toward even- 
tual union; fraternal delegates are accorded an ovation. . . . Letter to con- 
gregations challenges to spiritual awakening. . . . Reported that 267 U. P. 
churches will help push Presbyterian Life beyond present 1,038,000... . 
Recommendations of Consolidations Committee are routinely accepted ex- 
cept that a special Assembly's committee will be named to work toward 
further union of the churches. . . . Educational aid to children of low- 
salaried church workers will be studied. . . . Tribute paid Clayton Griswold 
on radio-TV leadership. . . . Budget adopted: $34,716,600 with advance 
of $13,008,497, looking toward $57,632,663 by 1962. . . . Two Southern 


Negro synods merged with area white synods. . 


byterian Foundation. 


next week.) 


.. Don E. Hall heads Pres- 


. . . U. P. women’s organization brings $2,000,000 
into union, distributed to boards and agencies. 
Indianapolis; Cleveland, Columbus, Kansas City bid for 1960. . . . Assem- 
bly’s popular evening meetings come to grips with vital issues. 


. . Next Assembly in 


(Continued 





Letters to the Editors 





S. C. Synod 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I am sorry I sent you the wrong date 
for the meeting of South Carolina Synod 
(OUTLOOK, May 19). Please correct to 
Tuesday, July 22, 10 a.m., Shandon church, 
Columbia. 

FRANK B. Estes, Stated Clerk 
Estill, S. C. 


Fan Mail 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Enclosed is a check for $10 to cover 
my subscription for two years. ... 

May I say that I believe that your paper 
is one of the most courageous religious 
publications we have in our country, and 
to laymen like myself, who are very lim- 
ited in their knowledge of the scriptural 
side of the many perplexing problems of 
life, it is a real blessing. .. . 

TAYLORSVILLE, N. C. 





... THE OUTLOOK is a great encourage- 
ment to us all, particularly those of us in 
South Carolina. ... 

NAME. 


Episcopal Inquiry 
To THe OUTLOOK: 

In the 1956 Late Trinity issue of “For- 
ward Day by Day,” p. 43, reference is made 
to a fine article on “Youth, Science and 
Faith,” by Sidney S. Negus, professor of 
bio-chemistry at the Medical College of 
Virginia, from your publication. 

I would like to have two copies of this 
pamphlet, ... 

NEw ORLEANS, La. 





May we have permission to quote from 
“Youth, Science and Faith” in Satellite 
which goes to 100 members of the Com- 
mittee on Religion and Science (For Co- 
operation and Spiritual Advance in the 
International Geophysical Year)?... 

New York Clty. 

NOTE—This helpful and popular 
pamphlet is available at 5¢; 50 for $2; 
100 for $3. 


Family Prayers 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Please send us 1,000 copies of “Practical 
Helps in Having Family Prayers” by Ken- 
neth J. Foreman.... 

WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 





1,200 copies of “Practical Helps in Hav- 
ing Family Prayers”... 
LANCASTER, PA. 





500 copies “Practical Helps in Having 
Family Prayers”... 
Oak RincE, TENN. 


Segregation Article 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

100 copies of “Racial Segregation in the 
Church” by Ben Lacy Rose. These are to 
be made available to the public at a dis- 
play of books dealing with racial preju- 
dice, This display is being made by the 
Kingsville Christian Interracial Fellow- 
ship for two weeks. ... Also send your 
Segregation Packet at 50¢. 

KINGSVILLE, TEXAS. 





20 copies of “Racial Segregation in the 
Church” for our Pre-Presbytery Confer- 
ence. ... 

St. PETERSBURG, FLA. 





50 copies of “Racial Segregation in the 
Church” for a citywide luncheon. 
Kansas City, Mo. 





Many church groups are now 
studying 


RACIAL SEGREGATION 
IN THE CHURCH 


By Ben Lacy Rose 
25¢ each 


Five for $1.00; $15 per 100 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1N. 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. 











THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail priviliges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 


Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
Telephone MIlton 9-1371; night, ELgin 3-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 
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CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 
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1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 








NEWS ROUND-UP 


AFTER APPROXIMATELY 320 Dallas 
pastors had taken a stand in support of 
de-segregation of the public schools 
(OuTLOoK, May 19), approximately the 
same number joined in a public state- 
ment in support of segregation. .. . THE 
Baptist Ministers’ Conference of Great- 
er New York and vicinity has pledged 
its support to Rep. Adam Clayton Pow- 
ell, charging that certain elements of the 
Democratic party are “plotting” to deny 
the Negro minister reelection from his 
district. . . . EpIscopAL BisHop Angus 
Dun, of Washington, D. C., told his fel- 
low-churchmen recently that no compro- 
mise can be made with segregation in 
the Christian church. He said: “So 
long as there is a single congregation of 
Christ’s flock in which a son of man is 
unaccepted because of his earthly differ- 
ence of social status or race, there is an 
offense against sovereignty among the 
King’s own people.” . . . SEN. RICHARD 
L. NEUBERGER (D.Ore.) has introduced 
legislation in Congress to give grants- 
in-aid to the states to “educate children 
with respect to the harmful effects of to- 
bacco and alcohol.”. . . A LUTHERAN 
MINISTER (John H. Gerberbing) who 
was acquitted of heresy charges in Wis- 
consin in 1955, has been voted into mem- 
bership of the Rocky Mountain Synod of 
the United Lutheran Church in America. 
. . . SENIORS OF THE integrated Roman 
Catholic High School in Roanoke, Va., 
were warned that instigators of any ra- 
cial incidents at the school would be 
denied their diplomas at graduation. 
This followed an incident when five Ne- 
gro children, all belonging to one family, 
were withdrawn as a result of a dis- 
turbance. . . . STIFFER LEGAL MEASURES 
have been taken against civil marriages 
in Spain, with the civil code modified to 
make it compulsory for non-Roman 
Catholics to prove that they do not belong 
to the Roman Catholic Church. . . . For 
THE FIRST TIME in its history, the British 
and Foreign Bible Society has had to 
cut its production of publications because 
of “financial stringency.”. . . . IN SPITE 
OF A written agreement with the father, 
the right of a mother to rear her child 
in the religion of her choice has been 
upheld in Toledo, Ohio, by the 8th Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals. 














NEXT WEEK... 
Church of Scotland Assembly 
__ Pittsburgh Assembly Roundup 








High Hopes Mark New Church 


The Pittsburgh merger of Presbyte- 
rians, United and USA, in a steady rain 
on the morning of May 28, took place 
in an atmosphere of great hope and op- 
timism. All indications were that new 
enthusiasm and aggressive programs will 
mark the new United Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 

Exactly 100 years earlier the U. P. 
Church had been formed in Pittsburgh 
when the synods of the Associate Re- 
formed Church and the Associate Presby- 
terian Church united. In 1869 the Old 
School and New School Presbyterians 
reunited in Pittsburgh, with the separate 
columns moving together to the Third 
Church for a thanksgiving service. 

There were indications that few U. P. 
churches would seek to remain out of the 
united church. In its brief 100th Assem- 
bly, it had been decided that five peti- 
tioning churches would not be allowed 
to withdraw with their property, though 


one small church was granted this per- 
mission. 


Overflow Crowd 


The united Assembly filed into the 
Syria Mosque where 4,000 persons joined 
in worship, with 1,200 more across the 
street in a hall where closed-circuit tele- 
vision enabled them to watch the pro- 
ceedings. The U. P. Moderator, Presi- 
dent Robert N. Montgomery of Muskin- 
gum College, preached the sermon (Out- 
LOOK, June 2) and made the declaration 
of the union of the churches. USA Mod- 
erator Harold R. Martin and Stated 
Clerk Eugene C. Blake and other min- 
isters assisted in the communion service. 

That afternoon the new Moderator, 
Theophilus M. Taylor of Pittsburgh- 
Xenia Theological Seminary was elected 
unanimously. He was nominated by 
Harrison Ray Anderson, Fourth church, 
Chicago, and former Moderator; Herbert 





THE MODERATOR: 
Theophilus Mills Taylor 


The new Moderator of the new United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA has been 
professor of New Testament at Pitts- 
burgh-Xenia Theological Seminary since 
1943. He served as pastor at Barnet 
Center, Vermont, for two years before 
that. 

His training had been in architecture, 
with a degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania, following Muskingum 
College. Then he taught for three years 
in the Woodstock School, Mussoorie, In- 
dia, where he met and married Lois Dean 
McLaughlin, who grew up in the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Oakland Avenue church, 
Rock Hill, S. C. They have four children. 

He has a Ph.D. from Yale and a D.D. 
from Muskingum. 

Dr. Taylor’s father, Mills J. Taylor, 
is a United Presbyterian minister. (One 
day he led the Assembly in prayer.) 
For 30 years he was associate secretary of 
the U. P. Board of Foreign Missions. 

Dr. Taylor says he used his architec- 
tural training only during his term of 
service in India. 

The 49-year-old Moderator has repre- 
sented his church on the World Council 
of Churches, the World Presbyterian Al- 
liance and in other such bodies. He was 
vice-chairman of the Joint Drafting Com- 


mittee preparing the Plan of Union for 
the three churches and secretary of the 
committee for the two-way merger. 

The Taylors’ oldest daughter is in her 
second year at a Presbyterian, USA, in- 
stitution—Trinity University, San An- 
tonio, Texas. 

In his nominating speech, Dr. Ander- 
son said Luke had “nominated” Dr. Tay- 
lor by his references in Acts 1:1 and 
Luke 1:3—“most excellent Theophilus” 
(friend of God). 











W. Jones, Chicago; and J. Calvin Reid, 
Pittsburgh. Dr. Taylor’s part in work- 
ing toward the union of the churches was 
stressed. 

In the induction ceremony, Dr. Mar- 
tin said he hoped the new Moderator was 
in good physical trim and that he enjoys 
ham, meat loaf and string beans (which 
he will get in abundance on his tours). 
He and Dr. Montgomery presented their 
two Celtic Crosses which for several years 
have been given from Moderator to Mod- 
erator (as is true also in the U. S. 
Church). He said it is to be hoped that 
it will not be many years before the third 
cross can be welded to these. 

Dr. Taylor, responding, said, ‘In being 
reconciled to God, we find ourselves rec- 
onciled to each other.”” The honor, he 
said, is an honor to the U. P. Church. 
He said he was a commissioner from one 
of the smallest, if not the smallest, of all 
the Presbyteries (Vermont) and that the 
largest group he had ever moderated was 
a session of four members. 

Following the usual custom, the former 
Moderators were introduced—12 from 
the USA and 13 from the U. P. Assem- 
blies. Then the senior of the group, 
Charles A. Wishart, former president of 
the College of Wooster and the 1923 USA 
Moderator, spoke for the group. He was 
accorded an ovation. Now 88, he said 
he had spent almost exactly (within a 
month) half his life in each church and 
that he had experienced the joy of living 
long enough to see a dream come true. 
He said he had suffered acute ecclesias- 
tical schizophrenia, but,:‘“Today I am 
cured.” 

The values each church brings to the 
union, he said, are not to be measured in 
quantity but in quality and in that respect 
they are about 50-50. He told of his 
father’s participation in the 1858 union 
in Pittsburgh, marching in the line of 
merger. 

(A separate story will deal with the 
evening meetings. ) 


Thursday Morning 

It was announced that since there were 
no cases to come before it, the Permanent 
Judicial Commission would not be in 
session during the Assembly. 

The Moderator named J. Calvin Reid, 
Mt. Lebanon, Pa., pastor as vice-mod- 
erator. 

Presbyterian Life officials reported, 
showing a circulation of 1,038,000, with 
276 U. P. churches already enrolling in 
the Every Home Plan. 

The feature of the morning was the 
presentation of the fraternal delegates, a 
large number being present to bring 
greetings in connection with the merger. 

The U. S. Church’s delegate, President 
Frank H. Caldwell of Louisville Sem- 
inary had been asked to speak for the 
group. He said: 

“I bring to you the fraternal greetings 
of a sectional church, which became such 


4 


in 1861 by virtue of certain historic, cul- 
tural pressures and conflicts; and a church 
which, in 1954-55, under the forceful im- 
pact of the renewed invigoration of some 
of those same cultural pressures, voted to 
remain, for the time being, separate and 
sectional. .. .” 


He quoted the Church of Scotland’s 
recent Moderator, George F. Macleod, 
who said he found north and south in the 
United States to be much the same as in 
Scotland except in reverse, saying: 


“Southerners are so brave, they are 
always fighting; so generous, they are 
always in debt; and so courteous that you 
can’t believe a word they say!” 


He recounted his participation in de- 
veloping the plan of union for the three 
churches and expressed: 


“ 


. . aS an individual, my deep sense 
of sorrow for certain aspects of this mem- 
orable occasion—that there was not a 
third line of commissioners . . . to con- 
verge on this Mosque; that I could not 
perhaps have seconded Dr. Ray Ander- 
son’s inspired nomination of Dr. Taylor, 
and then, with a host of other U. S. Com- 
missioners, have mingled our voices in 
his election by acclamation; and that there 
was one Celtic Cross missing when the 
other two were passed into Dr. Taylor’s 
hands. 

“But if these aspects of this occasion 
being feelings of sorrow in my heart (as 
well as in the hearts of many of my breth- 
ren of the South), let me assure you that 
rejoicing, and hope, and lively expectation 
are the feelings and sentiments which 
predominate on this occasion. 

“For in this union you are reversing 
the trend of ecclesiastical fragmentation 
of the Body of Christ. In this consumma- 
tion, you have already demonstrated a 
significant achievement and set a worthy 
example. Knowing the quality and spirit 
of your leadership, I believe that the trans- 
lation of organizational union into func- 
tional spiritual unity will also be accom- 
plished with such a degree of conservation 
of values from the past, and such vision 
of, and dedication to, greater Kingdom 
objectives for the future, that you will 
nullify many of the fears, suspicions and 
anxieties which have been among the 
greatest obstacles to that unity which is 
our rightful heritage in Christ. 

“Some months ago, Elton Trueblood 
said to a group of ministers in Louisville: 
‘The secret of unity is altitude. At the 
foot of the mountain, you may be far 
apart, but at the pinnacle you are to- 
gether.” 

*” . I cannot presume to know just 
what is the ‘elevation-in-unity’ of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States at 
this moment. But many of us in the South 
are yearning for the heights. And from 
wherever we are, we salute you, as in this 
Assembly you have risen to a pinnacle of 
togetherness in Christ—‘a unity to be jus- 
tified by mission.’ ” 


When he sat down the Assembly ap- 
plauded, then stood to applaud at length 


in one cf the great demonstrations of the 
week. 


Howerton Speaks 

It was then requested that the U. S. 
Assembly’s Moderator, Philip F. How- 
erton, be urged to speak and this was 
done, instead of later as planned. Mr. 
Howerton expressed his great pleasure in 


witnessing the union of the churches and 
echoed “the regret that this third Celtic 
Cross (which he held up) was not pre- 
sented to the new Moderator yesterday.” 

He stressed two points from retiring 
Moderator Montgomery’s sermon: (1) 
appreciation that the door has been left 
open for a reconsideration of union, and 
(2) that the only basis of real unity is 
Christian love, which, he said, “truly 
exists in our church today. . . . Union 
may be delayed by emotionally involved 
issues but I am persuaded that in God’s 
good time it will come.” 

Until union is effected, he said, it is 
his prayer that there may be an increas- 
ingly close unity between the churches. 


After a warm response by the Assem- 
bly, Dr. Taylor said the proper figure of 
speech is not that of open doors of wel- 
come but of outstretched, open arms to 
the U.S. church. 


Visser ‘t Hooft on Unity 


Princeton Seminary’s President John 
A. Mackay spoke on behalf of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance, and the World 
Council of Churches’ general secretary, 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft of Geneva ex- 
pressed pleasure that the membership in 
the WCC had decreased by one number 
through the merger of the churches. This, 
he said, does not happen often enough. 
It is important that the church, instead 
of talking to the world about disorder 
should give an example of order. It is 
not enough to be invisibly one, but also 
one in faith and life. Unity is not an 
aim in itself; it is functional, for a pur- 
pose, for better obedience, for witness, 
that the church may fulfil its total mis- 
sion in the world. 

Edwin T. Dahlberg, St. Louis, Mo., 
president of the National Council of 
Churches, paid tribute to the Presbyte- 
rian contribution to the Christian move- 
ment all around the world. 

(Continued next week) 





Dr. Taylor, the Moderator, 
Said it: 


We have set up a sort of scale of 
the magnitude of different sins. 
Somewhere near the bottom of the 
scale we place lying. Lying is ac- 
cepted in even the most respectable 
circles. We would place stealing 
somewhat higher on the scale, con- 
sidering it more serious. Adultery 
we consider more serious than just 
stealing property. And even worse 
than that, in our mind, is murder, 
the taking of someone’s life. 

Did you ever stop to think that 
Jesus practically reverses that or- 
der? He sets at the top of the 
scale—hypocrisy. 
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Freedom of the Pulpit 


T HAS COME to the attention of the 

98th General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States that 
there has been embarrassment to some 
ministers, as well as to church officers, 
concerning the question of the freedom 
of the pulpit. 

In accordance with the action of the 
General Assembly which took recognition 
of the need for a clear statement con- 
cerning the Protestant heritage and Pres- 
byterian concept of the freedom of the 
pulpit, this committee has endeavored to 
perform its task in light of the teachings 
of the Scriptures and the Standards of 
our church as contained in the Book of 
Church Order and the Confession of 
Faith. 

As we read the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament dealing with the lives and 
teachings of the prophets, we are struck 
with their sense of divine mission to pro- 
claim, without fear or favor, the whole 
of God’s truth as it was revealed to them. 
The phrase, “Thus saith Lord,” repre- 
sented a feeling of their commitment to 
a command of God. The prophets, con- 
vinced that they were commissioned to 
speak for God, avoided no moral or so- 
cial problems of their day. 

Our church acknowledges our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, to be the true 
Head of the Church and emphasizes the 
great commission of our Lord wherein 
he said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world.” 


All of Life 


The teachings of our Savior, so clearly 
set forth in the Sermon on the Mount, the 
Golden Rule and the Parables of the 
Kingdom, apply to all of life and its re- 
lationships. 

In apostolic times Saint Paul, in his 
letters to the churches, dealt with Chris- 
tian life and conduct as related to the 
moral and social structure of his time. 
He gave to the young ministers, Timothy 
and Titus, such counsel as, ‘Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuf- 





THIS DECLARATION was requested by the 
General Assembly’s Permanent Committee 
on the Minister and His Work and by the 
standing Committee on the same work. Ap- 
pointed by the Moderator to draw up the 
statement were: President Peyton N. 
Rhodes of Southwestern at Memphis, chair- 
man; Milton W. Carothers, Tallahassee, Fla.; 
James L. Fowle, Chattanooga, Tenn.; and 
former Moderators W. E. Price, Charlotte, 
N. C., and William M. Elliott, Jr., Dallas, 
Texas. 


JUNE 9, 1958 


The Assembly, adopting this 
statement, instructed that it be 
read to the Session and congrega- 
tion of each church by the Clerk 
of the Session. 


fering and doctrine.” Also, “. . . endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry.” And, 
“These things speak and exhort and re- 
buke with all authority.” 

Our Confession of Faith gives strong 
support for the point of view that a min- 
ister should preach in accordance with 
the ‘‘whole counsel of God,” that is, his 
teaching and preaching must proclaim 
the relevance of our faith for everyday 
living. Chapter I, Paragraph VI, states, 
“The whole counsel of God, concerning 
all things necessary for his own glory, 
man’s salvation, faith, and life, is either 
expressly set down in Scripture, or by 
good and necessary consequence may be 
deduced from Scripture. .. .” 


Our Book of Church Order, Chapter 
IX, discusses and describes in consider- 
able detail the qualifications expected of 
“the minister of the Word.” In his or- 
dination vows the minister promises to 
“be zealous and faithful in maintaining 
the truths of the gospel and the purity 
and peace of the church. . . .” Likewise, 
a congregation assumes the obligation of 
receiving the word of truth from the min- 
ister “with meekness and love,” and 
“promises to submit to him in the due 
exercise of discipline.” Further, the con- 
gregation promises to encourage the min- 
ister in his labor, “‘and to assist his en- 
deavors for their instruction and spirit- 
ual edification.” 


Nowhere in the Standards of our 
church is there any justification for bind- 
ing the conscience of either minister or 
layman. Indeed, it is expressly stated in 
the Confession of Faith, Chapter XX, 
“‘God alone is Lord of the conscience, and 
hath left it free from the doctrines and 
commandments of men which are in any- 
thing contrary to his word... .” 


Minister as Prophet 


According to the Scriptures, we must 
conclude that a minister is one called 
and set apart under God to “‘proclaim the 
whole counsel of God.” If the ministry 
of our church is to be anything more than 
the priestly preservation of tradition, it 
must involve not only the proclaiming 
of the “Good News” of the gospel, but 
also something of a prophetic nature, in 
that each minister, feeling the burden of 
the Lord upon his heart, must speak 
forth, “Thus saith the Lord.” 


The Scriptures, the Book of Church 
Order, and the Confession of Faith do 


not warrant the dictation by Session or 
congregation to an ordained minister as 
to how he shall interpret the message of 
salvation and its application to life. A 
minister of our church has the right and 
obligation to teach and interpret the 
Scriptures, provided only that his teach- 
ing is not out of harmony with the Scrip- 
tures or the standards of the Presbyterian 
Church. If question is raised as to 
whether his teaching is out of harmony 
with these guides, such a question should 
be raised in the presbytery of which he 
is a member, and in accordance with the 
provision of the Book of Church Order. 


Restraints 


While maintaining the right and obli- 
gation of the minister to preach and 
teach the Scriptures, the General Assem- 
bly urges its ministers to remember that 
there are restraints which they should 
place upon themselves. On an important 
matter of principle, the minister’s posi- 
tion should be unequivocal. However, it 
is possible to speak boldly yet with hu- 
mility; to take a position without em- 
phasizing it out of proportion to its prop- 
er place; to teach persuasively; to main- 
tain the authority of the Word of God 
without claiming infallibility in inter- 
preting it. The minister should speak 
in love. “The Servant of the Lord must 
not strive; but be gentle unto all men, 
apt to teach, patient, in meekness instruc- 
ting those that oppose themselves. . . .” 
While seeking to quicken the conscience 
of church members and to bring light 
from the Scriptures to the question, the 
minister should remember that God alone 
is Lord of the conscience and Judge of 
our deeds and hearts. 

The members of a congregation, and 
particularly the officers, should avoid 
taking offense at the faithful preaching 
of the whole Word of God. The Scrip- 
tures contain much to disturb us as well 
as much to comfort us. Even in the lives 
of earnest Christians there are areas of 
thought and conduct that are still not in 
harmony with the teachings of the Scrip- 
tures and the mind of Christ. Instruction 
and admonition by the minister are used 
by the Holy Spirit to lead us into “all 
truth,” and to contribute to our growth 
in grace. 





EXTRA COPIES... 


—for congregational and other 
distribution are available: 12 for 25¢ 
(minimum); 25 for 40¢; 50 or more, 
1¢ each; $1 per 100. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 N. 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. 




















THE SOUTH'S INDUSTRIAL GROWTH 


HE AREA covered by our church has 
been growing during the past eight- 
een years like a kid in knee breeches. 

It would be well to catch a panoramic 
glimpse of this growth—what has oc- 
curred, is still occurring and yet more 
importantly, will increasingly be happen- 
ing over the South in the foreseeable 
future. 

What is causing this growth? 

Let’s look first at the upsurge in people, 
for it will give a glimpse at one of the 
reasons—the growth of our manpower 
resources. 

Between 1940 and 1950 we gained 
almost six million people in the area cov- 
ered by our church. The increase, in this 
period, was the second highest in the na- 
tion. Had we gained a little more than 
140,000 more numerically it would have 
put us first. 

Now in 1958 we find that we are up a 
few more than seven million. It is pre- 
dicted upon good authority that another 
sixteen million will be added to the pres- 
ent figure by 1975. 

One can readily see from this that we 
have increased at almost a million more 
people per year since 1950. This upsurge 
was caused not only from the natural 
increase but also by the large in-migra- 
tion of people being drawn to our section 
of the land. 


Expanding Markets 


The second factor causing this growth 
is the expanding markets we have here. 
Survey after survey of our Southern mar- 
kets confirms the rapidly growing con- 
sumer markets. These markets have made 
more than one plant-locating expert agree 
that they are the number one attraction. 
Markets will continue to pyramid our 
economic progress. 

There is a third factor, however, which 
is most important in this picture. We 
have here in the South an abundance of 
raw materials for manufacturing. These 
raw materials—with availability in large 
quantities of coal, petroleum, and other 
minerals—are one of our great assets. 
We account for one-half of our nation’s 
output of minerals, three-fourths of all 
gas and oil produced. Here we have a 
great untapped source for future indus- 
try. ;, 

Another factor should also be men- 
tioned. We are abundantly blessed in 
almost every section with the greatest 
availability of undeveloped water re- 
sources of any area in our country— 
and industry needs increasing amounts 
of water in the manufacturing of goods. 
At present we are utilizing but four per 
cent of our available resources. Water 
is becoming critical in other regions, and 





MR. HYDE is Presbyterian, U. S., secretary of 
urban church, for the Board of Church Ex- 
tension. 


By HAL HYDE 


as it does, the trend will accelerate more 
growth in our area. 

These factors of increase in manpower, 
growth and expansion in markets, plus 
abundant materials, and water are the 
primary reasons for the tremendous in- 
dustrial empire that is in the making 
here in the South. This growth in indus- 
trial expansion, although retarded a little 
of late, is leading the nation. 

Let me emphasize these points with a 
few illustrations. 


Three a Day 

Back in 1955, Dr. Sodack, president 
of the Southern Association of Science 
and Industry, predicted that the South 
would have thirty per cent of the coun- 
try’s manufacturing facilities by 1965. 
In order to do that we would have to 
build on an average of three industrial 
plants per day during this period. This 
seemed a rather ambitious program, and 
one might think he was “sticking his neck 
out.” However, the figures released for 
1956 showed that there were a 1,065— 
better than three per day—industrial 
plants built here in the South. The fig- 
ures for 1957 showed that again there 
were more than 1,000 built. 

To illustrate all that is taking place, 
let me call attention to the industrial ex- 
pansion that is taking place in the Gulf 
Area South—Texas, Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, and Alabama. These states have 
accounted for one-sixth of all the indus- 
trial growth of our entire country within 
the past ten years. 

Another astounding fact is that each 
working day within the past ten years 
an average of $1,250,000 was spent to- 
ward building. That is better than one 
million dollars per working day in in- 
dustrial expansion. 

In 1900 we had nine per cent of the 
industrial facilities of our country. To- 
day we have 22 per cent—and you will 
remember Dr. Sodack’s prediction of 30 
per cent. 

Delving deeper, we find that today we 
have more than 30,700 manufacturing 
plants. Of these, 15,000 employ more 
than fifty people. The astounding fact 
is that 22,000 of these industrial plants 
have been located in the South since 1939. 

The handwriting is on the wall as one 
can see from these facts. However, let’s 
look elsewhere. 


In Florida 


Florida, for example, has gained more 
than a million people since 1950. It is 
true that people are retiring and are mov- 
ing there, but very few of us realize that 
industry is also moving into Florida. 
There are more than 5,000 industrial 
plants within the state. The industrial 
growth in this state is really astounding. 


On the outskirts of Orlando the Mar- 
tin airplane people are building a tre- 
mendous plant that will employ 8,500 
people. One must naturally multiply this 
number because of the families of these 
workers and the other people in indus- 
tries that will be affected by this plant. 

This will make a tremendous impact 
on that community. It will mean ap- 
proximately 25,000 to 35,000 more peo- 
ple in the environs of urbanized Orlando 
because of this plant. The Kraft Com- 
pany is building a tremendous plant at 
West Palm Beach. Minneapolis Honey- 
well is doing the same at Tampa. 

One usually thinks of Florida as a 
place where people retire, but as you can 
see from these facts, industry is going 
into Florida in a very big way. Tampa, 
for instance, is to have a population in- 
crease in the next seven years of approx- 
imately 95 per cent. St. Petersburg is 
going to be up more than 100 per cent. 
Miami, it is predicted, will have a mil- 
lion and a half people by 1980. 

In Other Areas 

Florida, however, isn’t the only area. 
Atlanta, for instance, which just a few 
years ago was an over-grown country 
town, it is predicted, by 1970 will have 
more than a million people. 

Dallas is going to mushroom. Houston 
has already gone over a million. 

Virginia is teaming with the industrial 
expansion, particularly around Norfolk. 
We have the largest naval base in the 
world in this city, and yet, industry is 
also moving ever increasingly so that this 
town too is “growing like a weed.” 

Louisville, Kentucky, and Lynchburg, 
Virginia, both have had numerous plants 
move into their area. 

The story could go on and on, listing 
the cities where this growth has been and 
continues to take place. 

With the growing presence of more and 
more people, as well as the change in our 
economy caused by this expanding, 
sprawling industrial expansion, our 
church must be alert to this challenging 
opportunity. 


India Education Bill 
Ruled Unconstitutional 


New De tur, Inp1a (RNS)—The Su- 
preme Court of India ruled unconstitu- 
tional several clauses of an Education 
Bill passed by the legislature of the Com- 
munist-controlled State of Kerala last 
year in the face of sharp opposition from 
Roman Catholic and other religious 
minorities. 

It is expected that the bill will now 
be returned to the Kerala government for 
deletion of the offending clauses. As 
originally drafted, it would have placed 
religious and all other private schools 
under government control. 
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PRESBYTERY UPHOLDS POLICY 
OF INTEGRATION AT CAMPS 


After a year of operation under a pol- 
icy of racial integration, the presbytery’s 
Camp Hanover in the Richmond, Va., 
area was still under attack which took 
its most vigorous form just before the 
new season was to open, but the previous 
policy was sustained by a 61-40 vote. 

Opposition to the policy came from 
within the First church of Richmond 
where efforts had been made for some 
time to have it reversed. The camp’s pro- 
gram was determined in a special meeting 
of the presbytery in 1957 where, after 
full debate and with only small opposi- 
tion when the vote was taken, it was de- 
termined that representatives from Negro 
churches were to be received on the same 
basis as others. (It is impossible to 
receive unlimited numbers at the camp 
and all churches must conform to as- 
signed quotas.) Only a few Negroes have 
been in any conference. 


Previous Efforts 

The session of the First church con- 
tinued its opposition at the mid-winter 
meeting in 1958 but its petition was 
rejected by a unanimous vote, with the 
First church’s elder recorded as not vot- 
ing. As the time for the May meeting 
neared the session repeated its efforts, 
sending an appeal to sessions and boards 
of deacons throughout the presbytery to 
join it in protest. Many churches re- 
ceived the request, some tabled it, some 
voted to uphold the camp’s established 
policy, and 15 sessions joined in the pro- 
test. Leading up to the meeting the aid 
of the newspapers was enlisted and even 
when there was no news account in the 
papers, radio stations stressed the coming 
meeting of the presbytery. Result: ban- 
ner attendance. 

One session (West End, Hopewell) 
sent in its specific approval of the camp 
policy, declaring that it considered the 
presbytery to be doing the right and 
Christian thing in its program. 

At the presbytery’s meeting, the First 
church’s pastor, W. Lapsley Carson, and 
J. A. Leach, Jr., for the session, were 
spokesmen, and State Senator John H. 
Temple of Petersburg attacked the pro- 
gram. 


A. R. Bolls, retiring moderator and 
pastor of the Crewe, Va., church (whose 
session had voted 4-3 against integra- 
tion), made the motion to reaffirm the 
policy. Holmes Rolston, editor-in-chief 
of Christian education materials, said the 
presbytery had established its policy when 
it organized its first Negro church in 
1952 and that in all activities there has 
been no discrimination. He said if such 
a policy were to be introduced the denom- 
ination might as well write off any chance 
of retaining its Negro membership. 


JUNE 9, 1958 


Negroes’ Benefit 

The First church spokesmen said they 
hoped to guard Negroes from humilia- 
tion or embarrassment by the policies they 
were urging. 

John E. Ensign, the camp’s full-time 
director, said the present operation of the 
camp will provide for people according 
to their feelings about integration. There 
will be camp periods when no Negroes 
have applied. After a year when the pol- 
icy has been one of integration, the cur- 
rent season faces a situation when all 
available reservations in the camp have 
been made. Mr. Ensign said that during 
his camp experience he had never known 
of this to happen before—for all avail- 
able places to be filled in advance. 

At the same meeting the presbytery 
acted favorably on the organization of 
a third Negro church—Woodville chapel, 
in a new housing development. 


W. Va. Synod Hails 
Conference Center 


The Synod of West Virginia gave full 
recognition to its new Bluestone Confer- 
ence Center near Hinton by holding its 
recent meeting there. With $200,000 in- 
vested in the facilities, 140 persons can 
be cared for overnight and 200 can be 
fed in the dining room. With the confer- 
ence season getting underway, the center 
will be used almost constantly through 
October. 

The Gebhart bequest has been in- 
volved in litigation during the past five 
years. It is reported as nearing a settle- 
ment in favor of the synod’s Church Ex- 
tension Committee and the First church 
of Charleston. With the expectation that 
it will amount to approximately $400,- 
000, this will be shared equally between 
the two beneficiaries. 

Blake C. Breitenhirt, Fayetteville pas- 
tor, succeeded J. W. Raine, Alderson 
elder, as Moderator. Nominated for Mod- 
erator of the next meeting in South 
Charleston is Lawrence A. Davis, execu- 
tive director of the Conference Center. 


Too Much Use of Symbols 
Is Called “Hypocrisy” 


EUGENE, ORE. (RNS)—Excessive dis- 
play of religious symbols is a “form of 
hypocrisy” which hurts rather than helps 
the church, Stanley U. North of New 
York, general secretary of the division 
of church extension and evangelism of 
the Congregational Christian Board of 
Home Missions, declared here. 

He told the annual meeting of the 
Congregational Conference of Oregon 
that “institutions tend to become formal- 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Speakers announced for the approach- 
ing eommencement season are listed be- 
low. Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalau- 
reate preachers; (2) commencement 
speakers; (3) others. 





PRESBYTERIAN, U. S. 


King (Tenn.)—(1) Charles E. Gammon, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., May 25; (2) C. Ever- 
ett Tilson, Vanderbilt Divinity School, 
May 26. 

Belhaven (Miss.)—(1) David H. C. 
Read, New York City, June 1; Kenneth S. 
Keyes, Miami, Fla., June 2; (3) Charles 
G. Bruce, Louisville, Miss., June 1. 


PRESBYTERIAN, U. P.-USA 


Washington and Jefferson (Pa.)—(1) 
Amos N. Wilder, Harvard Divinity School, 
June 5; (2) Harris Harbison, Princeton 
University, June 7. 


HONORARY DEGREES 


Park (Mo.)—Sc.D.: Professor Marsh W. 
White, Penn State University; LL.D.: 
James A. Hazlett, Kansas City Superin- 
tendent of Schools. 

King (Tenn.)—D.D.: Hugh F. Ash, 
Charleston, W. Va.; Charles E. Gammon, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; Willard A. Peak, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; William M. Scho- 
tanus, Kingsport, Tenn. 

Belhaven (Miss.)—D.D.: Charles G. 
Bruce, Louisville. Miss.; George W. Long, 
Jr., Tupelo, Miss.; Arthur M. Schneider, 
Jr., Pascagoula, Miss.; D.Mus.: Jerome 
P. Robertson, Memphis, Tenn. 

Midwestern (Texas)—D.D.: L. McD. 
Kennedy, Wichita Falls, Texas. 


EARNED DEGREES 
Louisville Seminary 

Master of Theology—Bert Enos Clark, 
“The Town-Country Church’; Wm. Fred 
Graham, Jr., “What Today’s Presbyterian 
Theologians Are Thinking Concerning the 
Inspiration of the Bible’; Paul Brown 
Long, “The Pauline Doctrines of Justifi- 
cation and Reconciliation”; Dale H. Rat- 
liff, “A Study of Pastoral Counseling.” 


Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U.S., USA, AR and 
United Presbyterians 








WISH TO SUPPLY 
Mobile, Ala., or Pittsburgh, Pa., Aug. 3- 
31. M. Bland Dudley, Bayview, Va. 
Kansas City, Mo., vicinity, July 20, 27. 
C. Lewis Morrison, Prattville, Ala. 





ized and oft-times symbols become more 
important than what they symbolize.” 

“It happens when we install crosses 
all over; on the altar, to be sure, but also 
on doors and doorknobs, on steeples, in 
windows, on pew ends, on hymn books, 
in light fixtures—everywhere,” he added. 

Such use of the cross, Dr. North said, 
“is no substitute for carrying it.” 

“In a sense it is a form of hypocrisy,” 
he added. ‘‘We would do better to dis- 
play it less and practice it more. We 
would certainly lose some members. Our 
income would shrink markedly. But our 
effectiveness would be vastly augmented. 
And possibly we might be instrumental 
in saving ourselves and our society.” 
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EDITORIAL 


Notes from Pittsburgh 

Carefully printed “In Case of Rain” 
instructions were ignored as the time for 
the historic march to unite the two 
churches came—and what had been a 
light sprinkle became a steady rain. Min- 
isters were in pulpit gowns and hoods— 
and by the time the lines reached Bigelow 
and Fifth Avenues where they merged, 
the men were soaked—particularly those 
(and there were many of them) who had 
no protection at all from the rain. But 
they marched steadily ahead into the 
uniting Assembly and the communion 
service. 














x * * 


While the separate groups waited for 
the march to begin, the U. P. Assembly 
was instructed about the procedure— 
what should be done at the point of mer- 
ger where one U. P. would join three 
from the USA. That, said the presiding 
officer, is because one U. P. is equal to 
three of the others—and the Assembly 
applauded. 

i 

The U. P. line, marching two blocks 
from the First U. P. Church, started be- 
fore the USA group and had to wait, 
standing in the rain, for the USA line to 
reach the intersection. There the separate 
banners that had led each group were 
superseded by one saying, “The United 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America.’”’ And the march to the Syria 
Mosque one block away began. 

* * * 

As the leaders of each line—Modera- 
tors, Stated Clerks and officials—came 
to the point of merger they stopped long 
enough for handshakes to be photo- 
graphed. As this brief ceremony took 
place the crowd on the sidewalk took up 
the Doxology and sang in the rain, 
“Praise God from whom all blessings 
ee 

* * * 

In the U. P. Assembly, before the 

march to unite began, the Moderator, Dr. 


8 


Montgomery, led in a season of prayer 
—thanksgiving for blessings of the past 
and the assurance of God’s mercies in 
the new venture. 

* * * 

If there were any tears in the line of 
march or along the streets, they were tears 
of joy and thanksgiving. Viewers had 
seen something to tell their children—the 
triumph of the grace of God in the re- 
union of his church. (One USA leader 
said there were tears of sorrow—that the 
U. S. Church was not in the union.) 

ee 6 

Largest press representation at any As- 
sembly was noted in Pittsburgh—about 
30 from the religious press and 30 from 
the dailies and wire services. The new 
information officials, Murray S. Sted- 
man, Lou Fleming and Frank Henize, 
along with the veteran Charlotte Braun, 
had the best possible arrangements. 

* * * 

Although many commissioners had 
long trips from downtown hotels, arrange- 
ments in the vicinity of the Syria Mosque 
were all that could be asked—in an 
unbelievable Civic Center that includes 
the Mellon Institute, the Carnegie Mu- 
seum, Heinz Chapel, Phipps Conserva- 
tory, the University of Pittsburgh and 
other famous institutions like Forbes 
Field where the high-flying Pirates had 
series with the Dodgers and the Braves! 

* * * 

The Man Who Wasn’t There—The 
inevitable comment in connection with 
the U. P.-USA merger had to do with 
the missing Presbyterians, U. S., from 
the South. Their absence from the line 
of merger was particularly conspicuous 
and people wanted to speculate about how 
long it would be before any significant 
step could be taken to include this group. 
Some said five years, some ten, some never 
—in view of the requirement of a 3/4 
majority. 

* * * 

The U. S. Moderator, Philip F. How- 
erton, was invited by Assembly officials 
to be in the meeting and he as well as 
President Frank H. Caldwell of Louis- 
ville Seminary served as fraternal dele- 
gates. Mrs. Howerton accompanied her 
husband as she did on his recent Modera- 
torial trip to Synods of Arkansas and 
Louisiana. 

a 

Dissident U. P. congregations wish- 
ing to pull out of the union were dealt 
with in connection with a report of the 
Judiciary Committee on the day before 
the new Assembly was formed. The 47- 
member church in Perth, N. Y., was al- 
lowed to “withdraw in the spirit of for- 
bearance in love,” and the property was 
conveyed to it for $1, with the provision 
that the United Presbyterian name be 
dropped. The Perth congregation had 
voted unanimously for this step. 

* * * 


Five other churches, three of them in 





the Albany, N. Y., Presbytery, were not 
allowed to do this: First, Everett, Wash. 
(445 members) ; First, Indianapolis, Ind, 


(51); Northminster, Oklahoma City 
(93); Lisbon, N. Y. (156). 
* * * 


The U. P. Assembly rejected a resolu- 
tion of Elder Geo. W. Forsythe of Al- 
bany Presbytery that would have allowed 
a congregation to withdraw with a 2/3 
congregational vote. The Assembly said 
this would bind the new church, which 
it had no right to do. 

a 

It was considered highly significant 
that following the report of the Judiciary 
Committee, Clifford S. Smith, associate 
pastor at Mt. Lebanon, Pa., church, pre- 
sented a resolution as “one who was a 
member of the separatist cause.” (He 
was formerly in the Orthodox Presbyte- 
rian Church.) The resolution, unani- 
mously adopted, “sincerely urges the 
leaders and members of those churches 
which have taken action to leave our de- 
nomination to reconsider their action, 
correct improper and even wrong propa- 
ganda, and humbly apply to the proper 
judicatory for reinstitution as loyal con- 
gregations.” It appealed to churches con- 
templating withdrawal to “desist there- 
from and remain loyal congregations.” 
Mr. Smith told newsmen he introduced 
the resolution in the hope that it would 
save some church leaders and members 
from “the heartbreak and heartache” he 
experienced in the separatist movement. 


Grist for the Mill 


Once again the United Church of Can- 
ada has produced a significant annual 
report from its Board of Evangelism and 
Social Service under the title, Darkness 
or Dawn.* The flavor of the 220-page 
book is given in this paragraph: 

“The Church, in the name of her Lord, 
must also confront the darkness, squarely 
and without illusions. Within these pages 
will be found evidence of this conflict of 
faith as the issues of evangelism, moral- 
ity, justice and human survival are con- 
sidered. We invite all to stand with us, 
that we may study, pray and act together, 
our faces bright with the glimmerings of 
the dawn.” 


Here is grist for the preacher’s mill, 
here are papers that are suitable for group 
study, here is a list of far-ranging topics 
in crucial areas of concern. 

If any church in the United States is 
doing something similar, we wish some- 
body would tell us. So far as we know, 
this is a unique achievement. 





*Wesley Building, Toronto, Ontario, 50¢ 
per copy. 
*¢ £& * 


CHRISTIANITY is an ethical adven- 
ture, and when it forgets that and be- 
comes intellectually sophisticated it has 


lost its authenticity—-Harry EMERSON 
FospIck. 
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REMEMBER! 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


(The word occurs at least 26 times in 
the Old Testament as an imperative.) 

“A man is responsible for his past, 
not only in the sense that his project- 
ing made it what it was at the time, 
but also in the sense that he can choose 
what meaning it shall have in relation 
to his projects now.’’—Evistentialism 
and Religious Belief, by David E. Rob- 
erts, page 211. 


F JEAN-PAUL SARTRE were as wise 

in all his judgments as he is in this, 
he would be one of the most reliable of 
guides, instead of the dark kind of athe- 
ist he is. But no man can be wrong all 
the time, and this time he is resoundingly 
right. Memory is not a game in which 
one reproduces the past as many times as 
one pleases, like a picture reel which is 
run over and over again to amuse the 
children. Memory is a way of weaving 
the thread of the past into the pattern of 
the present, yes, into the fabric of the 
future as well. 

It is also quite true that a man is re- 
sponsible for his past twice over. He was 
responsible for his choices at that time. 
He is also responsible for what he makes, 
now, and intends to make, of what hap- 
pened then. In the past, when it was 
present, he was responsible only for those 
acts which came to pass by his own will. 
For what happened to him no one would 
praise or blame him. But now that the 
one-time present is past, he is responsible 
for the way he uses it, the way he remem- 
bers it, not only the small part of it which 
his choices enacted, but the whole story 
which his memory calls back. 

Let us mention, and leave on one side. 
another truth which is another story: A 
man is responsible for remembering what 
he remembers. If that seems harsh, at 
any rate we all do judge men by the kind 
of memories they have. Tell me what a 
man recalls from his yesterdays and I 
will tell you what manner of man he is. 


UT CONSIDER only this: How 

a man thinks of his memories, what 
he does with his memories, or as Roberts 
interprets Sartre, what meaning he chooses 
that his past shall have. Take that good 
old southern institution, the Family Tree. 
Every man has one, even when he does 
not know what it is. But when a man 
does own a book or a chart, showing his 
family back to Wellington or Genghis 
Khan or Noah or whoever he likes to 
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think founded his clan, what does he 
make of it? He is certainly not respon- 
sible for his ancestors, neither is his 
cousin. 


But two cousins may choose different 
meanings for their ancestry. For one, 
who remembers only the distinguished 
names among the thousands, the family 
tree is woven into a fabric of pride, it is 
something that gives him a “right” above 
his neighbors who don’t even know their 
grandfathers’ names. For another, the 
presence of so many undistinguished 
names on the great tree, along with the 
fewer famous ones, makes him a humble 
and a thoughtful man. He remembers his 
great forebears with gratitude, not pride; 
if by lineage he has any right to think 
of himself as an “aristocrat,” the mean- 
ing of this, for him, is not pride but 
obligation; not the right to ignore others, 
but the duty to be of service to others. 
Both cousins remember the same past (or 
do they, exactly ?); but the meanings they 
choose for their past can be wholly dif- 
ferent. 


The Old Testament tells the story of a 
people with a marvelous past. But the 
trouble with these people, as all the 
prophets testify, was that they read a 
wrong meaning into that past. It was a 
national memory of stirring glory, the 
story of the great deliverance from Egypt. 
It was a past interwoven with memories 
of the one, the mighty God, a history 
wherein he, and not they, had taken the 
leading part. That past was enshrined 
in the first words of the Ten Command- 
ments. One almost hears a “therefore”: 
“T am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. Therefore you shall 
have no other gods before me. . . .” So 
the meaning of the past should have been 
obedience, harmony with God. But the 
prophet Micah could call the rulers of 
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his people men “who abhor justice and 
pervert all equity.” These men leaned 
upon the Lord; they said, “Is not the 
Lord in the midst of us? No evil shall 
come upon us.” And they kept saying 
it till the crash came which Micah fore- 
told. 

Amos likewise had to say in God’s 
name to the “whole family which [God] 
brought out of the land of Egypt”: “You 
only have I known of all the families of 
the earth; therefore I will punish you 
for all your iniquities.” The Israelites 
could neither be blamed because their 
ancestors were slaves nor praised because 
their ancestors had been set free. What 
they were to blame for, was reading a 
wrong meaning into that past. They were 
capable of making even glory into an 
excuse for sin. 


T IS NOT OTHERWISE with us. 

“Are you saved?” is an important 
question, and “Yes” is a joyous answer. 
But what meaning does a man choose for 
that “Yes”? He can choose for it the 
meaning of a confidence that slides into 
complacency; he can “ride” the memory 
of one great experience into a spiritually 
barren life. Or he can find the same 
meaning in his past experience that Paul 
found in his. Paul did not say, “I never 
forgot that heavenly vision.” To be sure; 
it was unforgettable. But Paul lifted the 
memory and made it part of a purpose: 
“TI was not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision.” 
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PLANS FOR JOINT OPERATION OF 
AUSTIN SEMINARY ARE FAVORED 


Four Presbyterians, U. S., synods— 
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Lou- 
isiana—are considering the possibility 
of uniting with Presbyterian, USA, forces 
in those areas in the operation of a the- 
ological seminary. 

Conversations between representatives 
of Austin Seminary and USA leaders 
have been going on for some time. 

Last year the seminary trustees ex- 
pressed their conviction “that the inter- 
ests of the Presbyterian churches . . . will 
best be served by a single Presbyterian 
theological seminary in the Southwest, 
training men and women for service in 
this area and throughout the world.” 

They called for joint ownership and 
control of Austin Seminary. This would 
be accomplished, they said, by a substan- 
tially equal investment of permanent and 
operating funds, and equal number of 
trustees, faculty and staff as nearly equal 
as possible, and the student body draw- 
ing from both churches. 

A working committee of ten from each 
denomination has been at work since last 
year, drawing up a definite plan, devel- 
oping a master plan, revising charter and 
constitution, looking toward an effective 
date for the plan to take effect and ar- 
ranging and making other plans. 

The synods are being asked to approve 
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in principle the idea of a jointly oper- 
ated seminary and specifically the steps 
already taken looking toward a merger 
proposal. 

Meanwhile, the Presbyterian U.P. USA 
Church faces the necessity of providing 
$3,000,000 (1/3 each year) in assuming 
responsibility for this seminary. It is 
hoped that by Sept. 1, 1960 joint opera- 
tion can begin. The U.P. USA Church 
would also be expected to match the U. S. 
contributions for capital needs on a dol- 
lar-for-dollar basis up to $250,000 per 
year, and at least $20,000 annually for 
operations. 

Tests Are Valued 

Austin Seminary reported to its con- 
stituent synods the results of personali- 
ty tests which are given to all entering 
students. In line with the recommenda- 
tions of psychologists, each student is 
given the benefit of this service and the 
program is said to have proved of great 
benefit to the students and to the faculty 
personnel committee. In its report the 
seminary says: 

“This is properly the business of pres- 
byteries’ committees on candidates and 
should be done by them before candidates 
are accepted under the presbytery’s care. 
Dallas Presbytery (now Northeast Texas) 
has undertaken a similar program and 
Brazos Presbytery has made progress 
along this line. Other presbyteries should 
be urged in this direction.” 

A private foundation which has been 
supporting this program feels that the 
seminary should include it in its regular 
budget and the seminary, convinced of 
its value, is planning to do this. 

The seminary also reports a council 
of southwestern theological schools in 
process of formation. This would include 
those at Texas Christian University, 
Southern Methodist University, the Epis- 
copal Seminary, Phillips University, 
Southwestern Baptist, and Austin. It 
will explore areas where joint work would 
be beneficial to all. 

Austin Seminary has been asked to 
consider launching a summer school of 
music, particularly for organists and 
choir directors, using the facilities and 
resources of the nearby University of 
Texas College of Fine Arts. Since this 
is outside the accepted area of seminary 
responsibility, the synods are asked for 
their judgment about this. 


CLASSIFIED 
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WANTED 





WANTED TO BUY—One copy of the Min- 

isterial Directory of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., 1861-1941, long since out of 
print. Rev. David W. A. Taylor, 811 High- 
land Ave., Bristol, Virginia. 





Florida Moves Toward 
Presbyterian College 


A Presbyterian college has secured def- 
inite approval by the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Synod of Florida. This was voted at the 
recent meeting at Miami Springs. 

Florida Presbyterian College is ex- 
pected to enroll from 600 to 1000 stu- 
dents and tentative construction costs 
range from $6,000,000 to $10,000,000. 
A permanent campus location has not 
been chosen, although several Florida 
cities have offered sites and facilities. 
Plans specify that at least 700 acres will 
be suitable. It is indicated that the loca- 
tion will be in central Florida. 

Studies indicate that there will be 213,- 
000 Floridians of college age by 1960 
and 312,000 by 1970. During the next 
15 years, it is said, it will become in- 
creasingly difficult for Florida young 
people to find a place in good colleges. 

A Ford Foundation grant of $25,000 
to assist in studies related to establish- 
ment of the college was announced by 
William H. Kadel, chairman of the coun- 
cil for a Presbyterian college in Florida. 

Construction of the Florida Presby- 
terian Homes at Bradenton was author- 
ized by the synod and a construction loan 
of $1,016,400 was authorized. Designed 
to care for 145 persons, the home will 
have administration offices, library, chap- 
el, hobby shops, infirmary and laundry 
facilities, in addition to rooms and apart- 
ments. 


Kissling Is Sustained 

Going into executive session, the Synod 
rejected a complaint against Suwannee 
Presbytery brought by Thompson L. 
Casey, of High Springs, for its failure 
to institute charges against Albert J. 
Kissling, pastor of Jacksonville’s River- 
side Church. Mr. Casey, who was trained 
at Westminster Seminary of the Ortho- 
dox Presbyterian Church, brought heresy 
charges against Dr. Kissling in connec- 
tion with his attitudes towards the so- 
called “five points of Calvinism.” 

After three hours of discussion, the 
charges were dismissed, the complaint 
was returned and arrangements were 
made to “counsel and advise” Mr. Casey 
on his relationship to the church and his 
“actions as a minister.” 

The synod declared: 


“Because of the publicity given to mat- 
ters discussed in executive session and in 
the light of a statement made by Dr. Al- 
bert J. Kissling on the floor of this synod 
concerning his personal faith, the synod 
continues to acknowledge him to be in 
harmony with the system of doctrine held 
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py the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and 
authorizes this statement for publication.” 

Three judicial cases were before the 
synod, growing out of difficulties in Riv- 
erside church. One involved Ralph Set- 
ner, an elder, Jesse A. Wallace and Mill 
Smith, church members. They had headed 
a group working in opposition to Dr. 
Kissling. A judicial commission was 
named to hear the appeal by Setner and 
Wallace from Suwannee Presbytery’s rul- 
ing against them. The Riverside Session 
had deposed Setner as an elder and sus- 
pended him from receiving the sacra- 
ments. Wallace was suspended from re- 
ceiving the sacraments. The presbytery 
had upheld the session. Another case was 
sent back to the presbytery with an order 
to re-try it. 

Ryan L. Wood, of West Palm Beach, 
was the synod’s Moderator. 


Arkansas Synod 


Hears Howerton 


The Synod of Arkansas of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., welcomed the 
Assembly’s Moderator, Philip F. How- 
erton, in his first official visit to a church 
court. In his address he emphasized the 
responsibility to give the gospel to Ne- 
groes. He said he was not sure whether 
it should be done in the Negroes’ own 
churches or in the churches of white 
members, but in later talks he urged that 
Presbyterians “abide by the decisions and 
rulings of the church courts.” This was 
construed as referring to actions of the 
Assembly calling for an end to segrega- 
tion on all levels. 

The synod also had a paper before it 
from the Synod of Kentucky “‘commend- 
ing” to it the General Assembly’s deci- 
sion “as you are called on to render before 
the leaders and people of your state. . 
an effective witness to the implications of 
the Christian faith.” The Christian Re- 
lations Committee was given this message. 

The Moderator said he would not dare 
come to Arkansas and tell Arkansas 
people how to solve the race problem. He 
said it is one that differs from state to 
state and even within states. 

“But while it is being worked out,” 
he said, “there is one inescapable fact— 
the Negro in our neighborhood needs the 
gospel.”’ 

He said that there are only 6,000 Ne- 
groes in the entire denomination, while 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, has 4,500 
Negro members in one small area of 
North Carolina. 


From Kentucky 

The Kentucky communication said 
both Little Rock and Nashville had been 
the scene of racial disturbances and ex- 
pressed the hope “that we share with 
you the conviction that forced segregation 
of the races is immoral, contrary to the 
teachings of Jesus, and now illegal.” The 
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WomMAN TO I wish to provide in my will a memorial to my beloved 

Trust OFFiceR: husband, I want it to be a living memorial—something 
that will enable his influence to go on and on and on. He 
was concerned for people—had little use for elaborate 
mausoleums or monuments of stone. 


Trust OrFicER He was a wise man, indeed, and good as he was wise. If 

TO WomMAN: I were seeking a really permanent memorial to a loved 
one, I would place it in a Presbyterian college or seminary. 
Here it will reach into generations ahead and become a 
memorial everlasting. Do you know that some of the en- 
dowments placed at Oxford University as memorials more 
than a thousand years ago are still building through con- 
secrated teachers the civilization of the world and are 
still keeping the memory of the beloved man alive? 




















“If we work ‘upon marble 
it will perish, 
if we work upon brass 
time will efface it, 
if we rear temples, 
they will crumble to dust. 
But if we work upon 
men’s immortal minds... 
we engrave on something which 
will brighten all eternity.” 


DANIEL WEBSTER 
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Synod of Kentucky offered its prayers 
and moral support “in the decisions you 
must make.” 

At its meeting in Arkadelphia, the syn- 
od appointed a committee, with Marion 
A. Boggs, of Little Rock, as chairman, 
to study the total program of the synod 
and all its relations and implications. It 
also established a Presbyterian Founda- 
tion to seek gifts. 

Jac C. Ruffin, of Little Rock, was 
elected Moderator, succeeding Kenneth 
F. Snipes, El Dorado pastor. 

After extensive discussion the synod 
voted its approval of the joint operation 
of Austin Seminary with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. 


Political Responsibility 
The Christian Relations report, deal- 


ing with “The Political Responsibility 
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... for Gifts 
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of Christians,” was adopted by the synod. 
It declares: 


“The greatest trouble with the politics 
of many of us Christians is not that we 
are not Christian enough, but that we are 
not political enough. We are often ig- 
norant of the political realities of our 
day, and we fail to use our time, energy 
and influence in the most effective ways. 
... There is no virtue in merely voting: 
it is better not to vote than to vote in- 
discriminately or uninformed. ... The 
church has an obligation to its members 
to help clarify the issues confronting 
them. . . . While Christian faith demands 
that we be humble in our political activi- 
ties, it also demands that we engage in 
them with unhesitating commitment... . 
We are placed where we must act; and 
after we have done our utmost to discover 
what is right, we must put our conclu- 
sions fearlessly to the test of action. This 
means that we should not be content 
merely to vote; it is our responsibility to 
campaign actively for the candidates and 
issues we believe to be right.” 





Enthusiastic Reviews 


e “A pastor could not make a better invest- 
ment in the future stability of the marriage 
he solemnizes than to present From This Day 
Forward as a token of his continuing con- 
cern.”—The Christian-Evangelist. 


e “Beautifully printed on high quality paper, 
attractively bound . . . this is the best mar- 
riage booklet we've seen yet. Ideal for... 
gift to the newly married. It is filled with 


Christian spirituality and common sense.”— 
Baptist Leader. 


e “A beautiful little book on Christian mar- 
riage, useful not only to those who are look- 
ing forward to marriage, but also to those 
who are already married, and are eager to 
keep their marriage on the high level of the 
Christian way of life."—The Witness (Epis- 
copal) 


Order one or a dozen for readily available gifts 
At your bookseller’s or 
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Most USA Churches Say 
Negroes Are Welcome 


Negroes seeking membership would 
probably be received into most white 
congregations in the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, but a small proportion of the 
churches now has such mixed congrega- 
tions. 

An extensive study has been concluded 
by the denomination, with questionnaires 
being sent last year to 6,600 pastors. Re- 
plies came from 4,766. 

It is shown that the stated policy of 
at least 2,300 churches is to receive mem- 
bers solely on profession of faith in 
Jesus Christ, without regard to their 
color. More than 4,050 pastors believe 
the sessions of their churches would re- 
ceive a member of “the other race.” 
However, of the 4,766 churches respond- 
ing, only 609 predominantly white con- 
gregations and 38 predominantly Negro 
congregations have members of the other 
race participating in their work or wor- 
ship. 

The study was made at the direction 
of the General Assembly and it was car- 
ried out by the Department of Social 
Education and Action. 

A major conclusion which is under- 
scored is that there will be few Negroes 
requesting membership in white churches 
so long as segregated housing patterns 
continue. 


No Surprise 


Commenting on the results, a spokes- 
man for the department said, ‘The most 
striking findings of the survey came as 
a surprise to no one. This was the fact 
that most white Presbyterian churches 
find it impossible to achieve integration 
in practice because virtually no Negroes 
live in their geographical parish.” 

Of those replying, he said, nearly 
3,000 white congregations have no Negro 
population within one-half mile of their 
doors. “Theoretically, Negro churches 
have greater opportunity to integrate. But 
only theoretically,” he pointed out. 

“Among the 119 Negro churches that 
responded, 86 are in mixed neighborhoods. 
In the case of these churches, however, 
the weight of resistance to integration is 
initially to be found in the group to be 
admitted. In the case of the white church, 
the resistance is initially in the group 
that would do the admitting. 

“Obviously, the greatest single obstacle 
to the white churches’ ever becoming in- 
tegrated is the widespread pattern of re- 
stricted housing. Even so, the church 
remains vulnerable to the charge that the 
community is largely made up of church 
members, whose racial attitudes both in- 
fluence and are influenced by the segre- 
gated pattern of their neighborhood life.” 


* * * 
TODAY the greatest single deterrent to 
knowledge of Jesus is his familiarity. 


Because we think we know him, we pass 
him by.—WINIFRED KIRKLAND. 
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Wasting God-Given Strength 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Lesson for June 22, 1958 
Judges 13-16. Printed Text: 15:11-15; 16:15-21 


Last week we studied the life of one 
of the most interested of Israel’s judges: 
Deborah, a woman who awakened the 
nation from its lethargy and despair so 
that it was able to throw off the yoke of 
the Canaanites. 

We come now to consider a different 
type of judge, a man who performed un- 
paralleled feats of physical valor, but 
who failed in the end to deliver his people 
or even to improve their lot. ‘There is 
no deliverer,” it has been observed, ‘of 
whom are reported so many weaknesses 
or so many miracles.” As John Marshall 
Lang puts it: 

“The story is strange and fantastic— 
one over which we smile and sigh, one 
of boisterous mirth and tearful sorrow— 
such wit and such folly, such force and 
such feebleness, comedy so grotesque and 
tragedy so awful!” 


The Situation 


When Samson came into the world Is- 
rael was being ground under the heel 
of the Philistines. The Philistines were 
a non-Semitic “sea-people,” hailing orig- 
inally from Crete, who invaded Canaan 
from the west, about the same time the 
Israelites under Joshua were coming in 
from the east. They settled in the fer- 
tile coastal plains adjacent to the Medi- 
terranean, while the Israelites were estab- 
lishing their strongholds in the moun- 
tains. As Foakes-Jackson says: 


“The coming of this able and energetic 
race introduced a completely new element 
into the country. With the other national- 
ities the Hebrews had many points in 
common, and were in danger of adopting 
their customs, but they had no such lean- 
ings toward the Philistines. Circumcision, 
universally practiced by the Hebrew races 
and their neighbors, was neglected by the 
new-comers, who were accordingly branded 
with the epithet ‘uncircumcised.’ 

“As conquerors the Philistines acted in a 
totally different manner from the earlier 
oppressors. The Midianites and Moabites 
had come to plunder, but the Philistines 
conquered in order to rule. They disarmed 
the Israelites and forced them to do their 
bidding. The struggle between the two 
nations lasted for generations, and ended 
in the Israelites becoming masters of 
Palestine. In early days, however, the 
tribes bordering on the territory of the 
Philistines (Simeon, Dan and Judah) 
were reduced to a condition of abject sub- 
mission.” (Biblical History of the He- 
brews) 

The Danites at the time of the birth of 
their great hero, had been driven by the 
Philistines from the coast to the upper 
part of the Valley of Sorek, and had 
begun to establish themselves near the 
territory of Judah. Philistine raiding 
parties, however, climbed the passes at 
their will and harried the valleys, carry- 
ing off not only the harvest when ripe, 
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but even men, women and children to 
slavery (Joel 3:6; Amos 1:6). To se- 
cure the permanence of their conquest 
they had, moreover, so completely dis- 
armed the Hebrews as to force them to 
descend to a Philistine city for even the 
slightest repairs of their agricultural im- 
plements; no worker in iron being al- 
lowed among them (I Samuel 13:19- 
21); a policy so effective that the country 
was kept by it in virtual slavery for 
more than a hundred years. 

The man who began to deliver Israel 
(13:4) from these dire straits was the 
one with whose eventful career we are 
now concerned. 


I. Samson in His Strength, 13-15 

Israel’s coming champion was born in 
Zorah, a Danite city, about seventeen 
miles west from Jerusalem, and situated 
on a hill eighty-eight feet above the val- 
ley of Sorek. Manoah, the father of 
Samson, and his wife were convinced that 
Samson had been given them by God to 
effect Israel’s deliverance (read chapter 
13), and no doubt had kept this purpose 
before him from early infancy. Contem- 
poraries of Samson might take the Naza- 
rite vow, described in Numbers 6:1-6, 
for 30, 60, or 90 days, but Samson had 
been dedicated to God as a Nazarite 
before he was born. To insure her boy’s 
consecration, his mother was “to drink 
no wine or strong drink and to eat noth- 
ing unclean.” It is evident, as Hastings 
points out (in the Speaker’s Bible), that 

“Samson’s mother was a woman with a 
great soul and a large heart, a woman to 
whom God was a reality: a woman who 
could not indeed fight God’s battles and 
deliver God’s people, but whose spirit 
dwelt in the unseen, and who was pos- 
sessed with a tremendous longing that 
there should be deliverance for Israel, 
that something heroic should appear in 
history, and that God should vindicate his 
might and grandeur above the heathen 
gods. Samson was born to a mother who 
longed for a boy, not that he might rise 
to comfort and ease, but that he might be 
noble and heroic, and fight, and, if need 
be, die for God and God’s Kingdom. To 
her son she transmits (or sought to trans- 
mit) her hope, faith and enthusiasm.” 

As Samson came to the years of dis- 
cretion he evidently assumed the vow of 
a life-long Nazarite for himself. As a 
token that his life was completely dedi- 
cated to God, his hair remained uncut, no 
intoxicating liquor was allowed to pass 
his lips, he scrupulously refrained from 
touching anything regarded as unclean. 
G. W. Thatcher says: 

“The importance attached to the hair 
is common not only to such primitive 
peoples as the Australians, but also to 
more advanced races as the Persians and 


Greeks. It was so closely connected with 
a man’s personal being that to offer it to 
a god was to offer part of one’s self, and 
to keep it uncut was to preserve one’s 
own life in its fullest strength.” 

This consecration seemed to the parents 
to be accompanied by the blessing of God 
upon their son (13:24). The “Spirit of 
the Lord,” which had clothed Jephthah 
with courage and resolution, showed it- 
self in young Samson by giving him pro- 
digious strength and a fearlessness that 
never quailed. In addition to physical 
prowess, Samson had a generous and open 
nature, agility of mind and a fondness 
for practical jokes that might have made 
him another Robin Hood. 


The Beginning of Hostilities 

Hostilities between Samson and the 
Philistines developed out of a trip he 
made into Timnah, about three and half 
miles southwest of Zorah, among the hills 
on the southside of the valley of Sorek, 
a town which more cautious Israelites 
were careful to avoid. There he was 
attracted by a woman’s face (all Sam- 
son’s adventures are connected with his 
relations to women). The fact that she 
was a Philistine did not deter him. Sam- 
son was convinced that it was love at first 
sight, and insisted that his parents ar- 
range for the match. We remember that 
in those days marriages were arranged 
by the parents, as they have been until 
recently in most parts of the world. His 
father and mother were quick to point 
out the unwisdom of such a plan, but 
yielded at last to their son’s importuni- 
ties, as they had doubtless often done in 
the past. 

Pocketing their pride and doing vio- 
lence to their moral convictions, they 
went down into the Philistine village to 
visit their son’s prospective in-laws. On 
the way Samson met a lion and slew him. 
On a second trip down he turned aside 
to see the carcass of the lion that he had 
slain and found that a swarm of bees 
had established themselves upon the car- 
cass and were making honey. 

During the course of the wedding fes- 
tivities he put a riddle (in ancient times 
a favorite amusement at feasts) to his 
guests, saying: “Out of the eater came 
something to eat and out of the strong 
came something sweet” (14:14). If the 
riddle was guessed Samson promised to 
give thirty linen garments (wrappers of 
linen worn alone as night garments, or 
as outer garments in the day) and thirty 
festal garments,” as distinguished from 
working clothes, to his guests; otherwise 
they were to give a similar present to 
him. The Philistine young men had no 
mind to supply an Israelite with his wed- 
ding finery. They threatened the bride, 
who proceeded to pout, and shed a few 
tears, and insist that Samson did not 
love her, or else he would trust her with 
his secret. Samson, who could not resist 
a woman’s smiles or tears, yielded in the 
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end, and on the last day of the feast, the 
young Philistines jubilantly gave their 
answer. 

Samson replied in a rude rhyme, which 
might be rendered as follows: 

Had ye ploughed not with my cow, 

My riddle had perplexed you now. 

Leaving his bride, he then made a 
journey of two days to Ashkelon, and 
smote thirty Philistines, paying his 
wager with their garments. Then all in 
a huff he returned to his father’s home— 
without his wife. 

When his passion has subsided, he re- 
turned with a present to claim his bride, 
only to find that she had been taken by 
one of the Philistines. This time, said 
Samson, I will really get even with them. 
He proceeded to catch three hundred 
foxes (the word may mean jackals, who 
went in droves and were easily caught), 
and turned them with a lighted torch 
between each pair of tails into the grain- 
fields which stretched mile upon mile in 
the Philistine plain. 

The feud now was in full swing, Sam- 
son against the Philistine world. The 
Philistines burned Samson’s wife together 
with her father, and Samson retaliated 
by smiting the Philistines hip and thigh 
with a great slaughter. He then retired 
to the Cliff of Etam, a stronghold from 
which the Philistines were unable to dis- 
lodge him. They proceeded to march 
against the tribe of Judah, who, terrified 
at the prospect of an invasion, agreed to 
surrender the champion of Israel. Three 
thousand of them came to the rock of 
Etam and induced him to allow himself 
to be bound with ropes. But when the 
Philistines approached to seize him, “the 
Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
him, and the ropes which were on his 
arms became flax that has caught fire, 
and his bonds melted off his hands” 
(15:14). Seizing the jawbone of an ass, 
he smote a thousand Philistines, and then 
gave vent to his rough but exultant 
humor by a pun, which can hardly be 
reproduced in English: 

With the red ass’s jawbone I have dyed 

them red; 

With the red ass’s jawbone I have felled 

a thousand men.. 
—(American Translation.) 

Immediately after the event thus re- 
lated the words are inserted: “He judged 
Israel in the days of the Philistines 
twenty years.” We may infer that the 
effect of the exploit at Lehi was such 
that the Philistines, though still dom- 
inant, were held in check, that relief 
from the pressure hitherto felt was real- 
ized, and that a measure of authority 
was conceded to Samson. 


Il. Samson in His Weakness, 16 


“But at length, exploit and rule come 
to an end,” says Lang (Men of the 
Bible)—one most tragic and yet in the 
last moments lit with a glory akin to 
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martyrdom. The cause of the end was 
miserable. “If,’”’ remarks Matthew Hen- 
ry, “we sleep in the lap of our lusts, we 
shall certainly awake in the hands of 
the Philistines.” If we did not know to 
what criminal follies, to what wretched 
infatuations, sensuality will lead even 
men as wise as Solomon and strong as 
Samson, we might say that the rashness 
of our hero in exposing himself to the 
most perilous situations is inexplicable. 
He seems to have remained in the quiet 
of the lion couchant for some years. But 
the wild beast in him at last broke forth. 
We see him in very foolhardiness tempt- 
ing God by entering Gaza. He might 
have walked through its streets, as per- 
haps he had previously done, and the 
terror of his presence secured freedom 
from molestation. But “he who had 
strangled a lion could not strangle his 
own loves.” He spent one night in the 
Philistine town, and the citizens laid 
wait for him saying, “Let us wait till 
the light of the morning, then we will kill 
him.”” Once more he was delivered out 
of his distresses. He arose at midnight, 
and pulled away the gates of the town, 
and carried them to a range of hills be- 
tween Gaza and Hebron. Again the 
laugh was turned against the stupid 
Philistines. But though extricated from 
the meshes of the net in which he had 
involved himself at Gaza, another net, 
also woven by his own reckless sensu- 
ality, was fatal. The story of Delilah, 
either Philistine or Hebrew maiden, is 
one of the most graphic in the pages of 
the Old Testament. 

Delilah, a common harlot, lived in the 
same valley of Sorek, on whose slopes 
both Zorah and Timnah were to be 
found. When the leaders of the Phili- 
stines learned that Samson was enamored 
of her charms they offered her a sum 
of approximately $3,000 to discover the 
secret of his strength and then to betray 
him into their hands. 

As Lang comments: 


“It is not necessary to suppose that 
the acts of treachery related, between the 
fourth and twentieth verses of the six- 
teenth chapter of the book occurred in 
immediate succession to each other. The 
narrative is very brief, and these acts 
may have been repeated at intervals long- 
er or shorter. With all his folly Samson 
could searcely have been so awfully duped 
as to have given away his manhood day 
after day within a week or so to the wiles 
of the woman by whose charms he had 
been enslaved.” 


Probably there were many visits to the 
Valley of Sorek before she finally wormed 
out of him the real secret of his strength. 
As Hastings points out: 


“It seemed a little thing. In a weak 
moment he let a wanton woman cut his 
seven twisted locks of hair. But Samson 
was just the man to whom a symbol was 
everything. Those locks were so bound up 
with the vow that had been made before 
his birth that they not merely stood for, 
they were, his consecration. When he re- 


vealed the secret that his strength lay in 
them, and bade her cut them off, he knew 
that he was casting away that tie between 
his life and God’s which had given him all 
his power.” 

And so at last the hero of Israel was 
taken ignominously by his enemies, 
blinded, according to a common custom 
of that day, and set to grinding in the 
prison house. This was woman’s work, 
and therefore in the eyes of an Eastern 
world doubly contemptible for a strong 
man. 

But it came to pass at one of the feasts 
given in honor of Dagon their god, the 
people broke out into a song because 
their enemy was in their hands. As the 
feast progressed and the people became 
merrier they called for the production 
of Samson that they might jeer at him. 
Led by a boy, he was placed before the 
people between two of the pillars sup- 
porting the flat roof of the hall. But as 
he stood he felt his strength again, and 
the wild desire for vengeance rose in 
him. “O Lord God,” he said, “remember 
me, I pray Thee and strengthen me, I 
pray Thee, only this once, O God, that 
I may be avenged upon the Philistines” 
(not for both my lost eyes—but) “for 
one of my two eyes” (16:28 Rsv). Taunt- 
ing the Philistines thus even in the hour 
of his death, he grasped the two main 
pillars and bowed himself with them. 
The roof with the 3,000 men on it crashed 
upon him and those in the hall, and “the 
dead whom he slew at his death were 
more than those whom he had slain dur- 
ing his life.” But the Israelites were not 
helped thereby. The Philistines retali- 
ated, as we learn in the early chapters of 
1 Samuel, by fastening their yoke even 
more tightly upon the necks of Samson’s 
countrymen. 


For Further Consideration 

1. Samson’s strength. List the charac- 
teristics of Samson that we might emulate 
or admire. Strength, courage, audacity, 
humor, generosity, faith—what else? 

2. Samson’s weakness. List the char- 
acteristics of Samson that we should 
avoid. What was the real explanation 
of his failure? Describe his character 
in a single sentence. He was, I should 
say, a man who had splendid abilities 
and great opportunities, but failed be- 
cause he had no steady purpose and could 
not restrain his appetites. Hastings points 
out that God used Samson with all his 
imperfections and his crudities, just so 
long as he was true to the consecration 
of his life, but when he lost his conse- 
cration his strength was turned into 
feebleness. Samson, when strong and 
brave, strangled a lion, but he could not 
strangle his own love. He burst the fet- 
ters of his foes, but not the cords of his 
own lusts. He burned the crops of others, 
and lost the fruits of his own virtue, 
when burning with flame kindled by a 
single woman. As Lang puts it: 
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BOOK NOTES 


Book club selections: 

Episcopal (summer)—The Kirkbride 
Conversations, Harry Blamires. More- 
house-Gorham. 

Family (July)—Great Captain, Hon- 
oré Morrow. Morrow. 

Lutheran Reader’s (July-Aug)—Pa- 
pa’s Daughter, Thyra Ferre Bjorn. Rine- 
hart. 

Pastoral Psychology (June)—The Un- 
discovered Self, C. G. Jung. Little, 
Brown. 

Pulpit (June)—Riverside Sermons, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. Harper. 

Religious (June)—-They Gathered at 
the River, Bernard A. Weisberger. Little, 
Brown. 

* * * 

Doubleday has scheduled for August 
publication, A Treasury of Non-Royalty 
One-Act Plays, “suitable for high schools, 
colleges, churches, women’s groups and 


little theatres.”” $4.95. 
* 


* + 


IN ONE SPIRIT. By D. Campbell Wyckoff. 
Friendship Press, New York. 167 pp., $2.95, 
cloth. $1.95, paper. 

This book is intended as a handbook 
for adult leaders of senior high youth. 
It deals with world Christian mission or 
the responsibility of the church for edu- 
cating and interesting the youth of the 
church in the whole matter of the mis- 
sion of the church. 

Dr. Wyckoff has done a thorough 
job of setting forth plans and policies 
for the training of youth in missions. 
Fundamental questions are dealt with in 
a forthright and practical manner. A def- 
inite program for senior high youth is 
clearly set forth with rather detailed sug- 
gestions as to how this program may be 
implemented. 

I would commend this book to adult 
leaders of senior high groups with the 
suggestion that it be read and studied 
carefully. It is my feeling that in many 
cases the program set forth will have to 
be “watered down” for many senior high 





“The deliverer from the Philistines is 
himself manacled by the Philistines. He 
who saved others himself perished. He 
who feared not the face of man ‘gives up 
his fort to a woman.’ He can carry the 
gates of a city away; the gates of the 
citadel of his own soul are carried away, 
and he himself is made a captive of Satan. 
God’s Nazarite is the devil’s slave. And 
thus he who began never completed his 
work. The column was broken in the 
middle. The story ends with a comma 
and a dash, blistered over by a tear. For 
the light is turned into darkness; and how 
great is the darkness.” 


“He did not know that the Lord had 
left him” (16:20). That was the tragedy 
of Samson’s life. Is the Lord with me? 
How can I know? On what conditions 
will he be with and abide with me? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


JUNE 9, 1958 


groups. Some suggestions made, I feel, 
are beyond the. ability of most senior 
highs. The proposed research work and 
study is more than can be expected from 
the average senior high group. In addi- 
tion, there are not many adult advisors 
who have the training and experience 
to carry through to completion the full 
program as set forth. There are, how- 
ever, splendid suggestions that would be 
helpful to any adult advisor who would 
take the time to study the book and the 
procedures set forth in it carefully. Hav- 
ing done that, adult advisors working 
with other adult leaders of youth in a 
church and in cooperation with the pas- 
tor and the leaders of senior high them- 
selves, could develop a thoroughgoing, 
helpful program. 

The book will not answer all the ques- 
tions of any group nor will it solve all 
the problems, but it offers splendid sug- 
gestions for making work with senior 
highs more vital in any church that would 
seriously undertake some of the things 
suggested. 

ROBERT TURNER. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


VENTURES IN YOUTH WORK. By Henry 
N. Tani. The Christian Education Press, 
Philadelphia. 197 pp. $2.75. 


The author of this book is the director 
of youth work of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. This book is simple, 
clear and interesting. Its author shows 
a keen understanding of ‘American 
vouth” insofar as he can be identified and 
understood. Mr. Tani sets forth many 
common sense ideas of real value to pas- 
tors and adult advisers of youth groups. 
It is of dubious value, however, to in- 
timate that because a man is a minister 
he is likely to be far removed from his 
young people. Despite a dozen question 
marks, I rate this as a good and useful 
book. 

Harry G. GooDyKoonTz. 
Louisville, Ky. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Living 
Church. Carl G. Howie. John Knox Press, 
Richmond. $2.50. 

Man’s Estimate of Man. E. H. Robertson. 
John Knox Press, Richmond. $2.25. 

Concerns of a Continent. Edited by James 
W. Hoffman. Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.95, 
cloth. $1.50, paper. 

Cooperative Evangelism. Robert Ferm. 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich. 75¢, paper. 

Religion and Faith in Latin America. W. 
Stanley Rycroft. Westminster Press, Phil- 
adelphia. $3.75. 


Free to WRITERS 


seeking a book publisher 


Two fact-filled, illustrated brochures tell how to 
publish your book, get 40% royalties, national] ad- 
vertising, publicity and promotion. 

Free editorial appraisal. Write Dept. PO 6. 
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The 
Dynamics 
of 
Christian 
Adult 
Education 





Robert S. Clemmons 


An experienced adult leader and 
teacher applies some new trends 
in adult education and some recent 
discoveries in group dynamics to 
situations in the local churches. 

$2.50 


How to Work with 
Church Groups 


Mary Alice Douty 


How church school leaders can 
work more effectively with groups 
—in guiding thought processes, in 
planning, and in evaluating activi- 
ties of all kinds with all age groups. 

$2.50 
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Erma W. Kelley 


Developed from a prayer of 
Francis of Assisi, these beautiful 
meditations are arranged for daily 
use in a thirteen-week cycle. Each 
concludes with an aptly chosen 
scriptural passage. $2 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

S. Wylie Hogue, Jr., Wadesboro, N. C., 
will become minister to Presbyterian 
students at Clemson College, S. C., Sept. 1. 

James C. Chambers, formerly of Nor- 
folk, Va., has become pastor of a new 
Presbyterian, USA, work now being de- 
veloped in the Cavalier Manor section 
of Portsmouth, Va. 

Joe B. Hopper and family, returning on 
regular furlough from Korea, will be at 
Montreat, N. C., after July 1. 

Richard R. Gammon, from Columbia, 
Tenn., to the First Church, Greenville, 
N. C. 

H. S. Henderson, retiring from the 
active pastorate, from Sumner, Miss., to 
Box 363, Tutwiler, Miss. 

James R. Crook, Charlotte, N. C., has 
accepted a call as associate minister 
of the First Church, Nashville, Tenn. 

E. W. McLaurin, retiring from the 
faculty of Austin Seminary, will make 
his home in Waskom, Texas. 

John V. Moore, from Chunju 
Pukdo, Korea, to Presbyterian 
133 Ojung Ni, Taejon, Korea. 

Fred F. Guthrie, Jr., who has completed 
two years at Union Seminary in Va., 
will spend an intern year as assistant 
at the Charles Town, W. Va., church. 
At the same time Shirley Anderson, who 
has completed one year at the Assembly’s 
Training School will work in the same 
church for the coming year. 

Donald Archibald, Augusta, Ga., will 
become pastor of the White Clay Creek 
church, Newark, Del., July 1. 

Presbyterian, U.P.-USA 

J. Edward Dirks, who was to have be- 
come president of San Francisco Theo- 
logical Seminary, has rescinded his ac- 
ceptance of this post and will remain on 
the faculty of the Yale Divinity School. 

George H. Mack, from Bowling Green, 
Ky., to Marine Route, Waupaca, Wisc. 
DEATHS 

John Thomas Wildman, 82, died in High 
Point, N. C., May 3. His early ministry 
was spent in Georgia, but since 1920 in 
North Carolina, his last pastorates being 
at Oxford and Wilson before his retire- 
ment in 1950. 

ENGAGEMENT 

Millard M. Stephens, Natural Bridge, 
Va., pastor, and Mary Belle Jackson, DCE 
of Martinsville, Va., and Lewisburg, W. 
Va., are to be married in August. 

BOOK PUBLISHED 

Charles N. Pickell, 
pastor, is the author of “Preaching to 
Meet Men's Needs,” a study based on 
the Book of Acts, just published by Ex- 
position Press, New York. 
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Raleigh, Nerth Carolina 

At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian .. . in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESLEY, President 
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TO NEW ZEALAND 

Seward Hiltner, professor in the 
federated faculty of the University of 
Chicago, will go to New Zealand in mid- 
August under a Fulbright scholarship for 
nine months of study and lecturing. A 
pioneer in the field of pastoral psychology 
and a Presbyterian. Dr. Hiltner, in his 
visit will also be sponsored by Presby- 
terian and Methodist theological schools 
there. 


MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 

The William L. Ellisons, of the North® 
Brazil Mission, will arrive in this coun- 
try late in June on regular furlough,’ 
They will be in Austin, Texas. 

Nancy Morton, who has completed a 
short term of service as teacher of mis- 
sionary children at the Central School 
of the Congo Mission, will arrive in 
New York early in July. She is from 
Williamsburg, Va. 
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